Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 THE HA 00471 291622Z 

73 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-15 OMB-01 /089 W 

081095 

R 291549Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5119 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 0471 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NL, VS 

SUBJ: FONMIN SAYS GON WILL NOT RECOGNIZE PRG 

REF: THE HAGUE 0041 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL HAS TOLD THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE LABOR PARTY THAT THE GON WOULD NOT 
REPEAT NOT FOLLOW THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD (REFTEL) 
AND RECOGNIZE THE PRG. VAN DER STOEL, HIMSELF A MEMBER 

OF THE LABOR PARTY, SAID THAT TO RECOGNIZE THE PRG 
WOUD CONFIRM A SPLIT IN SOUTH VIET-NAM WHICH WOULD 
BE IN CONFLICT WITH THE PARIS ACCORDS. ACCORDING TO 
PRESS REPORTS, VAN DER STOEL HAS ADDRESSED A WRITTEN 
STATEMENT TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD WHICH LEAVES NO 
DOUBT, HOWEVER, AS TO HIS FRET .TNG OF UNEASE ABOUT THE 
THIEU GOVERNMENT. 

2. WHILE VAN DER STOEL'S INTENTION TO WITHHOLD 
RECOGNITION FROM THE PRG SEEMS A FIRM ONE AT THE MOMENT, 

THE PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY HAS COME OUT IN SUPPORT OF 
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD S RECOMMENDATION. WITHOUT A 
DISSENTING VOTE, THE 43 LABOR PARTY MEMBERS OF THE 
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IMPLICIT APPROVAL-OF THE BOARD'S ACTION. THE PARTY'S 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY, SECOND CHAMBER MEMBER TER BEEK, 
HAS POINTED OUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE UNDER 
PRESSURE FROM NOW ON TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH THE GVN. 

IN TER BEEK'S VIEW, THE PLEA TO RECOGNIZE THE PRG FALLS 
IN THE SAME CATEGORY AS DID EARLIER PRESSURE TO RECOGNIZE 
GUINEA-BISSAU (WHICH GON DID NOT DO, HOWEVER, UNTIL 
GUINEA&BISSAU BECAME INDEPENDENT). THE PARLIAMENTARY 
LABOR PARTY PLANS TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF PRG 
RECOGNITION DURING THE DEBATE ON THE FOREIGN MINISTRY BUDGET 
AT THE END OF FEBRUARY. 

3. INDICATIVE OF INCREASING PRESSURES FOR RECOGNITION OF 
THE PRG IN THE LABOR PARTY WAS A STATEMENT BY DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION MINISTER PRONK JANUARY 25 WHEN HE TOLD A 
PUBLIC MEETING THAT THE GON WOULD NOT RECOGNIZE THE PRG 
"FOR THE TIME BEING." PRONK SAID THAT SUCH A MOVE WAS NOT 
IN THE POLITICAL PROGRAM OF THE CURRENT COALITION GOVERN- 
MENT (A COALITION OF THREE LEFT WING AND TWO CONFESSIONAL 
CENTER PARTIES). 
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